QUARTER 4
Research Paper: 

An Examination of Today’s Native American
Quarter 4 Notes:

Year Long Activities:

Word Study: One of the research paper requirements is a glossary containing 10-20 words related to their subject.  For this reason the glossary should be a Word Study of 10 to 20 words.  
The Reader’s Journal: In the first week, review this project with students and students pick the book they will read.  Students will receive additional points if they choose a book related to the tribe they are going to research.  Students will read a non-fiction book.  
Quarter 4 Overall Objectives

· The students will distinguish between fact and opinion to be used in a research paper.
· The students will demonstrate the ability to find a main idea, to summarize or paraphrase, and to use supporting details from the text.

· The students will understand and engage in the writing process.

· The students will focus on elements of writing: context, organization, focus, quality of ideas, purpose, logical order, and main ideas.

· The students will use facts, opinions, and information provided in a presentation to evaluate that presentation.

· The students will learn about, define, and understand plagiarism and its consequences.

· The students will create a bibliography of all resources used.

· The students will use print and electronic resources.

· The students will create a plan, gather materials, formulate ideas, organize information, write a research paper, type it, edit it, and revise it.

· The students will research and examine issues that the Native American community deal with today.
· The students will provide solutions to one issue that the Native American community can utilize.
Lesson #1: The Writing Process [1 class hour]
Objectives

· The students will learn about, understand, and use the writing process.
Process

1. Lecture: the writing process.  Make a connection with the reading process.
2. Students work in their groups.  Assign each group a different step in the writing process.  Each group will create a poster explain the process.
Lesson #2: Reader’s Journal [1 class hour]
Objectives

· The students will read a non-fiction Native American book.
· The students will journal about what they read.
· The students will write a book review.
Process

1. Review the assignment and hand out the list of book choices.
2. Students choose their book.
3. The first journal assignment is to write a response explaining why the student choose that book.
Nonfiction Books
Research Paper Requirements

Resources:

A minimum of the following are required:

· 3 Paper Sources (books, magazines, newspapers, etc.)

· 3 Credible Internet Sources

Note cards:  

Note cards will be used to record your facts and will be used in creating your outline.  

Each student is required to have at least 75 note cards.

Oral Presentation:


The oral presentation will be a 3 – 5 minute summary of the important points of your paper.  Your presentation must give some information from each section of your paper.  Retelling the story as a part of your presentation is additional points; however, your entire presentation cannot be just the story.  The purpose of the presentation is to get your audience interested enough that they would want to learn more about the culture themselves.  If your presentation is less than 3 minutes you may receive points, but you will not receive a passing grade for the presentation.  Any student who chooses to not do the presentation cannot earn an A in the paper or the class.

Title Page (one page)

The Title Page will include a title, your name, the date, and a picture.

Outline (one page)

The outline will be used to help you plan out your paper, write your paper, edit your paper, and will help the reader to locate information in your paper.

Essay (five pages)

The essay will contain the following categories:

Family Life: This section will include a description of what the family life is like.  Whom does a family consist?  What parts does each person play in the family?  How has the family life changed from the traditional tribe to today?

Language: This section will contain information about the language the tribe speaks, including a small glossary of the language.

Location: This section should include all the location that the tribe has been throughout history.  This should also include information about reservations.  

Architecture: This section should include the traditional buildings and materials used for the buildings.

Sciences: This section will discuss the sciences that the tribe used and why they used them.

Education: This section will discuss how children learned in the tribe.

Timeline: This section will discuss what has happened to the tribe throughout time.  This will include the history and present information about the tribe.  This section should be at least two pages long.

People:  This section will include a small summary about 3-5 people who are important to the tribe.  These should be people from the past and the present.  When writing about the person you should include a small amount of history of the person and why they are important.

Glossary (one page):  
You will do a word study of 10-20 English words used while researching.  

Illustrations:

You will have two illustrations in addition to the title page picture. 

Story (one page):

You must locate a traditional story from this tribe.  At the end of the story, write a small response of your thoughts and feelings about the story.

Bibliography (one page):

Your bibliography will list every source you use to research this tribe, even if you didn’t take any facts from this source, you must list it.

Rough Draft:

You will have two rough drafts.  The first will be a handwritten draft.  This will be edited for content only.  The second will be a typed rough draft that will be edited for writing mechanics.

Final Draft:

Your final draft will be a total of 10 or more pages long.  The essay should contain no more than 8 writing and spelling mistakes.

English Grading Procedure

Your English grade will be a combination of your classroom grade and your paper grade.  

(Classroom + Paper = Final)
90%=A
80%=B
70%=C
60%=D
50% or less=NG
Classroom Grade:

You earn points for attendance, participation, and daily work.  Remember, you earn attendance and participation grades every day that you are in class.

Paper Grade: 

Paper grade is based on 800 points.  720=A   640=B   560=C   480=D   400 or less=F
Sources:
Paper:
5 points X each paper source



Internet: 5 points X each internet source

Note cards:
2 points X each note card

Title Page:
Title: 3 points



Name: 3 points



Date: 3 points



Illustration: 3 points

Outline:
25 points

Illustration:
25 points X each picture

Story:

25 points for the story



15 points for the personal response

Bibliography:
25 points

Presentation:
Up to 100 points, graded separately

Essay:

Each section must be complete in order to earn complete points



Language:
10 points for description




      
1 points per word (a maximum of 15 points)



Location:   
10 points for description





5 points for reservations listed



Architecture:
10 points for description



Sciences:
10 points for listing the sciences





10 points for describing why



Education:
10 points for description



Timelines:
20 points per page



People:

5 points per person



Family Life: 
10 points for description

Glossary:
1 point X each word



5 points X each completed word study

Rough Draft:
25 points for handwritten and edited



25 points for typed and edited

Final Draft:
20 points X page with less than 8 mistakes



15 points X page with 8 to 15 mistakes



10 points X page with more than 15 mistakes

Lesson #3: Paper Resources [1 class hour]
Objectives

· The students will learn how to use paper resources.
· The students will learn how to use the note cards to gather facts and bibliography information.
Process

1. Handout different books that could be used for researching.  As a class, practice using the books to find information.
2. Using the note card provided by the teacher and the practice books, students will fill out the bibliography information and write one fact.

3. Information about the note cards: One fact per note card, the file folder is the section the fact goes into, and the paper is the order the fact will appear in the paper.   The file folder and paper symbols SHOULD NOT be filled in until all information is gathered.

4. Students identify what tribe they are going to research.

NOTECARD TEMPLATES
	Title:________________________________

Author:______________________________

Copyright date:_______________________

Page Numbers:________________________

Publisher:____________________________




	Title:________________________________

Author:______________________________

Copyright date:_______________________

Page Numbers:________________________

Publisher:____________________________





	
	


Lesson #4: Internet Resources [1 class hour]
Note:  If this class is team taught with science or social studies, this lesson can be taught in one of the other classes.
Objectives

· The students will learn about keywords for researching on the internet.
· The students will learn how to use search engines.
· The students will demonstrate their ability to find information
Process

1. Discuss search engines.
2. Have students create a minimum of ten keywords.
3. Hand out worksheet that contains questions about their tribe.  Review computer lab rules.

4. Go to the computer lab.

5. Student turn in the sheets at the end of the hour.

Researching: Allow students three weeks to research.
Lesson #5: Outlining [2 class hours]
Objectives

· The students will learn how to use outlining as a pre-writing tool.
· The students will learn how to use the note cards to create the outline.

Process

1. Students separate the note cards into the different categories outline in the research paper requirements.  Once the facts are all separated students should put the facts in the order they will appear.  Students will then put the piles in order of how they will write them in the paper.  The file folders should have a letter placed inside of them, A being the first section of the paper and so forth.  Each fact should then be numbered.
2. Review formal outlines.  Students then create a formal outline of their paper.

Lesson #6: Handwritten Rough Draft [3 class hours]
Objectives

· The students will write their paper.
Process

1. Students handwrite their paper.  
2. The students match their paper to their outline, making changes as needed.
3. The students hand in the paper for a content editing done by the teacher.

Lesson #7: Typing [3 class hours]
Objectives

· The students will type their papers.
· The students will edit and evaluate their papers, using a self-created rubric.
Process

1. The students will type their papers, including all parts of their paper.
2. The students will turn in one copy of the paper to the teacher and keep one copy for the group evaluation.

Lesson #8: Group Evaluation [1 class hour]
Objectives

· The students will evaluate each other’s papers.
Process

1. In their groups, the students will read each other’s papers and evaluate for content.  
2. The students will take notes on what they need to improve.
Lesson #9: Teacher-Student Conferences [1 class hour]
Objectives

· The students will discuss the paper with the teacher.
Process

1. While the students are working quietly the teacher meets with each student to discuss their paper.
2. Before the end of the class, the students turn in a summarization of the changes they have to do to their papers.
Lesson #10: The Finishing Touches [3 class hours]

Objectives

· The students will put the finishing touches on their paper.

Process

1. The students will go to the computer lab to make changes to their papers.

2. The students will use a grading sheet to make sure they have everything they need.

Lesson #11: Presentations [4 class hours]

Objectives

· The students will prepare their presentations.

· The students will present their presentations.

Process

1. Provide two days for students to prepare their presentations.  They should outline the presentation onto an index card.  Provide each student with a grading sheet to help them prepare.

2. Provide two days for students to present their presentations.  After each presentation, discuss the strong points of the presentation, areas to improve in, and answer any questions.

