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Ancient Traditions via Modern Technology? 
An evaluation of the ethics of electronic preservation.

Introduction
So far, the major tasks we have learned in class are:

· How to navigate files and folders

· How to use Microsoft Word
· How to search and navigate the internet for information

In terms of publishing Indigenous oral traditions and stories in books, much has been written.  For example, in a scathing article about how stories should be written down, Elliot A. Singer writes
:
Let me emphasize that I firmly believe in using other cultures' tales to teach children. I only refuse to accept that doing it with fakelore is ethical or effective. It takes extensive knowledge, not term-paper quality research, to interpret and authenticate traditional stories. You can't simply pick up an old book, or borrow a locally known "legend," and rewrite it. 
Authors and illustrators must think seriously about the consequences of their representations. Parents, teachers (and children) must become familiar with what is available in quality collections and demand great care in adaptation. Critics and reviewers must make fidelity as high a priority in their evaluation of "folktale" books as readability, interest, or beauty; they must seek out originals, document changes, and challenge instead of praise authors for taking liberties. It is absurd for a book to get an award for its illustrations when its libretto is false. 

Sources should always be cited, and sources that are secondary adaptations and undocumented claims that "I heard it from..." should not suffice. Any cute story that fits the standard nineteenth-century enduring-beauty formula should be presumed fraudulent. Authors must immerse themselves in an entire corpus of stories, not pick some atypical favorite that fits their opinions or the market. 

These days, we are faced with a new problem with which Singer would most certainly have an issue:  the internet.  The internet is a public entity, open to anyone to publish anything they want without peer evaluation or concern for consequences.  Authors are often not cited and the quality of information is often questionable.  The problem is that people who get information from the internet usually do not realize these downfalls and take the information at face value.
The number of people who speak an Indigenous language as their first language is rapidly declining.  As the languages become more and more scarce, the oral traditions and stories become endangered.  As an attempt to preserve these essential parts of indigenous culture, people have begun writing down the stories and publishing them on the internet.  However, as the paragraphs above explain, this is not always a good thing or done correctly.  In fact, we also have to consider that it may be taboo to write these stories and traditions in general, especially in the colonizing languages (English, Spanish, etc.).
For this project, you will be using the skills you have learned in class to evaluate the ethics of publishing oral traditions and stories and on the internet, keeping in mind the struggles of Indigenous communities to maintain their own knowledge, languages, and cultures.  

The Product:
You will be using Microsoft Word to write your evaluation of the ethics of publishing oral traditions and stories on the internet.  Your Word document should be formatted according to our formatting standard, which we talked about in class.  If you do not remember the formatting standard, please see me and/or obtain a copy of the formatting standard we established in class.
· Your overall goal is to answer the questions:  In light of the endangerment of Indigenous oral traditions, should these traditions and stories be made available on the internet?  If so, what do you think is the most ethical way to do this?  If not, why not and what are some better solutions for preserving this knowledge?

· You must include an example of a story or tradition that you find published on the internet.  This should be copied and pasted into your document and a footnote on the page where it appears should tell me the source of the story (the web address) and author, if available.  The text of the story should be formatted on the page similar to how I formatted the quote from Elliot Singer on the previous page (smaller font, margins compressed).

· A table on your paper showing the titles of a few other stories you found from different sources and what the sources were.  It should look something like this:

	Story
	Source

	Story 1
	Source of story 1

	Story 2
	Source of story 2

	Story 3
	Source of story 3


· You should integrate information from the story you pasted into your paper, information from the other three stories you referenced in the table, and your own opinions and values to defend the arguments you make about your answers to the questions in the first bullet point.
Here are some sources/sites that might help get you started:

· Publishing Oral Traditions and Stories in Book Form:

· http://www.msu.edu/user/singere/fakelore.html
· Digital Story Telling
· http://digitalstorytelling.notlong.com
· Sites with Stories
· http://www.indians.org/   (go to “Resource Directory,” then “Indigenous Peoples’ Literature”)

· http://www.kstrom.net/isk/stars/starmenu.html

You will need to do internet searches for more information!
� Fakelore, Multiculturalism, and the Ethics of Children’s Literature.  Elliot A. Singer.  http://www.msu.edu/user/singere/fakelore.html





