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Indigenous Website Evaluation
Introduction:
We have already looked at the ethics of publishing stories and oral traditions on the internet and analyzed them according to our own beliefs and backgrounds.  However, there has been a plethora of research done by Native American studies departments at universities around the country.  In fact, these university studies have lead to an underlying technique for evaluating Native websites.  The purpose of these studies is to prevent people from portraying Native Americans in stereotypical ways and exploiting Native traditions.  For this project your group will be using the guidelines set by these studies in order to evaluate a Native website of your choosing.
What you should do:

1.  Read the Techniques for Evaluating American Indian Websites by Elaine M. Cubbins.  To do this, go to the web address:  http://www.u.arizona.edu/~ecubbins/webcrit.html
2.  Your group should pick six guidelines you think are most important from Cubbins’ list – two from each of the three categories of “General Website Guidelines,” “Authority Guidelines,” and “Content Guidelines.”

3.  Find a website about American Indians that looks interesting to your group – any focus or topic will be fine.  The website should contain a number of different pages and enough information to allow you to do this project.
4.  Using the six guidelines your group chose, your group will evaluate the website you found.  A good question to keep in mind when discussing with your group is:  According to each guideline, does this website accurately and respectfully portray Indigenous culture?
5.  Using PowerPoint, create a slideshow that outlines your evaluation.  Here is what your presentation should include:

· A title slide with your names

· 2 or more slides briefly outlining the content of the website your group chose (don’t forget to give the title of the website and the web address!)

· Six or more slides outlining your evaluation of the website.  You should have at least one slide for each guideline your group chose.  For each guideline, you should give a brief description of the guideline and tell how the website meets or fails to meet the guideline.
· At least one final slide that sums up your group’s opinion about the value of the website you evaluated.

· Don’t forget to include pictures in your presentation to make it visually appealing.  Sometime pictures can be more descriptive than words!

6.  Your group will be presenting your PowerPoint slideshow to the class so that we can all learn from each other’s findings!

